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1
REAL TIME RETENTION CHECK TOOL

TECHNICAL FIELD

The field to which the disclosure generally relates includes
manufacturing tools and assembly retention tools.

BACKGROUND

In manufacturing processes, various methods may be
employed to check that certain parts have been installed cor-
rectly within an assembly.

SUMMARY OF ILLUSTRATIVE VARIATIONS

A number of variations may include a method that may
include providing a first part that may include a snap ring, a
second part constructed and arranged to receive the first part,
and a retention check tool that may include a housing and an
accelerometer. The method may further include assembling
the first part and the second part whereby the first part may be
connected to the second part such that the snap ring abuts the
second part thereby producing vibration. The method may
further include detecting the vibration of the snap ring via the
retention check tool wherein the retention check tool mea-
sures the vibration of the snap ring and generates a corre-
sponding first signal representing the vibration of the snap
ring and transmits the first signal to a controller. The method
may further include measuring a difference between the first
signal and a predetermined baseline signal via the controller
to determine a pass or fail status of the first signal. The method
may further include generating a second signal representing
the pass or fail status of the first signal and indicating the pass
or fail status of the first signal.

A number of variations may also include a product that
may include a housing that may include at least four side
walls, an upper portion, and a lower portion defining a cavity,
and an elongated joint extending from one of the at least four
side walls defining a channel in communication with the
cavity. The product may also include a proximity sensor that
may be disposed within the cavity, an accelerometer that may
be disposed within the cavity being constructed and arranged
to detect vibrational input and convert the vibrational input
into a first signal, and an indicator that may be disposed on an
outer surface of the housing. The product may also include an
arm affixed to the elongated joint that may include a handle
and at least one bracket. At least one wire may be in electronic
communication with the proximity sensor, accelerometer,
indicator, and a controller, wherein the wire may be held in
place against the arm via the at least one bracket. The wire
may extend from a controller, through the atleast one bracket,
through the channel and into the cavity wherein the wire may
be in electronic communication with the proximity sensor,
accelerometer, and indicator.

A number of variations may also include a method that may
include providing a half shaft that may include a snap ring, a
transmission constructed and arranged to receive the half
shaft, and a retention check tool that may include a housing,
a proximity sensor, an accelerometer, an electromagnetic
clamp, an indicator, and an arm affixed to the sensor that may
include a handle and a wire constructed and arranged to
facilitate electronic communication between the retention
check tool and a controller. The method may further include
attaching the retention check tool to the half shaft or the
transmission and assembling the half shaft and the transmis-
sion whereby the half shaft may be inserted into the transmis-
sion such that the snap ring abuts the transmission thereby
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producing vibration. The method may further include detect-
ing the vibration of the snap ring via the retention check tool
wherein the retention check tool generates a first signal rep-
resenting the vibration of the snap ring and transmits the first
signal to the controller. The method may further include mea-
suring a difference between the first signal and a predeter-
mined baseline signal via the controller to determine a pass or
fail status of the first signal. The method may further include
quantifying and displaying the first signal and the baseline
signal via a display in communication with the controller. The
method may further include generating a second signal rep-
resenting the pass or fail status of the first signal and indicat-
ing the pass or fail status of the first signal.

Other illustrative variations within the scope of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the detailed description pro-
vided hereinafter. It should be understood that the detailed
description and enumerated variations, while disclosing
optional variations, are intended for purposes of illustration
only and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Select examples of variations within the scope of the inven-
tion will become more fully understood from the detailed
description and the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts one variation according to a top-down view;
and

FIG. 2 depicts one variation according to a side view.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of an electronic control
module operatively connected to a retention tool and an indi-
cator according to a number of variations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
VARIATIONS

The following description of the variations is merely illus-
trative in nature and is in no way intended to limit the scope of
the invention, its application, or uses. The following descrip-
tion of variants is only illustrative of components, elements,
acts, products, and methods considered to be within the scope
of'the invention and are not in any way intended to limit such
scope by what is specifically disclosed or not expressly set
forth. The components, elements, acts, products, and methods
as described herein may be combined and rearranged other
than as expressly described herein and still are considered to
be within the scope of the invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a product may include a retention
check tool 16 that may include a housing 18 that may include
at least four side walls 24, an upper portion 26, and a lower
portion 28 defining a cavity 32, and an elongated joint 30
extending from one of the at least four side walls 24 defining
a channel 34 in communication with the cavity 32. The prod-
uct may also include a proximity sensor 22 that may be
disposed within the cavity 32, an accelerometer 30 that may
be disposed within the cavity 32 being constructed and
arranged to detect vibrational input and convert the vibra-
tional input into a first signal, and an indicator 38 that may be
disposed on an outer surface 24, 26, 28 of the housing 18. The
product may also include an arm 46 affixed to the elongated
joint 30 that may include a handle 40 and at least one bracket
44. At least one wire 42 may be in electronic communication
with the proximity sensor 22, accelerometer 20, indicator 38,
and a controller (not shown), wherein the wire 42 may be held
in place against the handle 40 via the at least one bracket 44.
The wire 42 may extend from the controller, through the at
least one bracket 44, through the channel 34, and into the
cavity 32 wherein the wire 42 may be in electronic commu-
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nication with the proximity sensor 22, accelerometer 20, and
indicator 38. The retention check tool 16 may further include
an electromagnetic clamp 36 affixed to the lower portion 28
constructed and arranged to attached the retention check tool
16 to the first part 10 or second part.

Referring to FIG. 2, a method may include providing a first
part 10 that may include a snap ring 12, a second part (not
shown) constructed and arranged to receive the first part 10,
and a retention check tool 16 that may include a housing 18
and an accelerometer 20. The method may further include
assembling the first part 10 and the second part whereby the
first part 10 may be connected to the second part such that the
snap ring 12 abuts the second part thereby producing vibra-
tion. The method may further include detecting the vibration
of'the snap ring 12 via the retention check tool 16 wherein the
retention check tool 16 measures the vibration of the snap ring
12 and generates a corresponding first signal representing the
vibration of the snap ring 12 and transmits the first signal to a
controller (not shown). The method may further include mea-
suring a difference between the first signal and a predeter-
mined baseline signal via the controller to determine a pass or
fail status of the first signal. The method may further include
generating a second signal representing the pass or fail status
of the first signal and indicating the pass or fail status of the
first signal.

Referring to FIG. 3, an electronic control module 48 may
be provided and connected to a retention check tool 16 and an
indicator 50.

The first part may be one part in an assembly and may
include a snap ring located on a portion of the first part such
that when the first part is assembly with at least one second
part, the snap ring may abut the second part and cause vibra-
tion or movement of the snap ring and a quantifiable vibra-
tion. The first part may be a half shaft.

The second part may be one part in an assembly may
include a snap ring located on a portion of the first part such
that when the first part is assembly with at least one first part,
the snap ring may abut the first part and cause a quantifiable
vibration. The second part may be a transmission or transmis-
sion housing.

The retention check tool may include a housing that may
include at least four side walls, an upper wall portion, and a
lower wall portion. The housing may define a cavity con-
structed and arranged to enclose an accelerometer, proximity
sensor, and other appropriate devices or controllers. The
housing may further include an elongated joint extending
from the at least four side walls, upper wall portion, or lower
wall portion and may define a through channel in communi-
cation with the cavity defined by the housing. The retention
check tool, in cooperation with the accelerometer and the
proximity sensor, may be constructed and arranged to detect,
measure, and quantify the magnitude and direction of vibra-
tion of the snap ring wherein the retention check tool detects
and measures the vibration of the snap ring and generates a
corresponding first signal representing the vibration of the
snap ring and transmits the first signal to a controller, either
internal within the retention check tool, or an external con-
troller. The retention check tool may further measure a dif-
ference between the first signal and a predetermined baseline
signal via the controller to determine a pass or fail status of the
first signal. The retention check tool may further include
generating a second signal representing the pass or fail status
of the first signal and indicating the pass or fail status of the
first signal. The retention check tool may further include a
electromagnetic clamp affixed to an outer surfaces of the
housing and in electronic communication with a wire. The
electromagnetic clamp may be constructed and arranged to
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temporarily fix the retention check tool to a part or tool and
allow for un-attachment of the retention check tool for the
part or tool.

The accelerometer may be disposed within the housing and
may be constructed and arranged to detect and measure vibra-
tion within the retention check tool or a part that may be
temporarily attached to the retention check tool. The accel-
erometer may be single or multi-axis and may be constructed
and arranged to detect and measure the magnitude and direc-
tion of vibrational input. The accelerometer may further be
constructed and arranged to be in electronic communication
with an internal controller of the retention check tool or an
external controller

The proximity sensor may be disposed within the housing
and may be constructed and arranged to detect the presence of
nearby objects prior to physical contact with those objects.
The proximity sensor may be in electronic communication
with the indicator and may, in cooperation with the indicator,
alert a user directing the retention check tool when the tool or
a part is in close proximity to another physical object such as
a second part. The proximity sensor may be capacitive, infra-
red, Doppler, inductive, radar, sonar, ultrasonic or any other
suitable type of sensor.

The indicator may be constructed and arranged to alert a
user that the assembly of two or more parts has succeeded
through communication with the retention check tool, accel-
erometer, or proximity sensor. The indicator may provide a
means for signaling to a user that the snap ring has abutted
another part.

The arm may include at least one wire and a handle and
may be affixed or hingedly attached to the elongated joint of
the housing. The handle may be constructed and arranged to
allow a user to control the retention check tool. The wire may
be in electronic communication with the accelerometer, prox-
imity sensor, electromagnetic clamp, an internal controller,
and an external controller. The wire may be affixed to a
portion of the handle via at least one bracket.

A controller may be in electronic communication with the
retention check tool, accelerometer, proximity sensor, indi-
cator, wire, and a display. The controller may be constructed
and arranged to measure a difference between the first signal
and a predetermined baseline signal to determine a pass or fail
status of the first signal. The controller may further include
generating a second signal representing the pass or fail status
of the first signal and indicating the pass or fail status of the
first signal. The controller may include a display on which the
first signal may be quantified displayed, and compared to the
predetermined baseline signal such that a user may determine
a pass or fail status of the first signal.

The electronic controller system may include main con-
troller and/or a control subsystem may include one or more
controllers (not separately shown) in communication with the
components of the system and/or other components of the
assembly for receiving and processing sensor input and trans-
mitting output signals. The controller(s) may include one or
more suitable processors and memory devices (not separately
shown). The memory may be configured to provide storage of
data and instructions that provide at least some of the func-
tionality of the method and that may be executed by the
processor(s). At least portions of the method may be enabled
by one or more computer programs and various system data
or instructions, energy stored device data, electric motor gen-
erator data and/or electric motor data stored in memory as
look-up tables, formulas, algorithms, maps, models, or the
like.

In use and in practice, the product may be a real-time
retention check tool used to ensure that a first part and a
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second parthave been correctly assembled. A user may clamp
the retention check tool to a first part having a snap ring, and
assemble the first part with the second part. Upon successful
assembly of the first part and the second part, the snap ring
may abut the second part and cause a vibration. The retention
check tool may detect, measure, and quantify the vibration
and generate a first signal corresponding to the vibration of
the snap ring. The retention check tool may be in communi-
cation with a controller which may compare the first signal
against a predetermined baseline signal to ensure that the
assembly of the first part and the second part is complete. The
controller may generate a pass or fail signal that may be
communicated to the retention check tool, which may indi-
cate, either visual, audibly, or both, that the assembly of the
first and second parts has succeeded or not succeeded.

According to variation 1, a method may include providing
a first part that may include a snap ring, a second part con-
structed and arranged to receive the first part, and a retention
check tool that may include a sensor that may include a
housing and an accelerometer. The method may further
include assembling the first part and the second part whereby
the first part may be connected to the second part such that the
snap ring may abut the second part thereby producing vibra-
tion. The method may further include detecting the vibration
of the snap ring via the retention check tool wherein the
sensor may measure the vibration of the snap ring and may
generate a corresponding first signal representing the vibra-
tion of the snap ring and may transmit the first signal to a
controller. The method may further include measuring a dif-
ference between the first signal and a predetermined baseline
signal via the controller to determine a pass or fail status of the
first signal. The method may further include generating a
second signal representing the pass or fail status of the first
signal and indicating the pass or fail status of the first signal.

Variation 2 may include a method as set forth in variation 1
that may further include quantifying and displaying the first
signal and the baseline signal on a display in communication
with the controller prior to generating a second signal repre-
senting the pass or fail status of the first signal.

Variation 3 may include a method as set forth in variation 1
or 2 that may further include attaching the retention check
tool to the first part or the second part prior to assembling the
first part and the second part whereby the first part may be
connected to the second part such that the snap ring abuts the
second part thereby producing vibration.

Variation 4 may include a method as set forth in any of
variations 1 through 3 that may further include removing the
retention check tool from the first part or the second part after
the indication of the pass or fail status of the first signal.

Variation 5 may include a method as set forth in any of
variations 1 through 4 wherein the first part may be a half shaft
and the second part may be a transmission.

Variation 6 may include a method as set forth in any of
variations 1 through 5 wherein the sensor may further include
a proximity sensor.

Variation 7 may include a method as set forth in any of
variations 1 through 6 wherein the retention check tool may
further include an indicator light constructed and arranged to
indicate the pass or fail status of the first signal.

Variation 8 may include a product as set forth in any of
variations 1 through 7 wherein the retention check tool may
further include an audio indicator constructed and arranged to
indicate the pass or fail status of the first signal.

Variation 9 may include a product that may include a hous-
ing defining a cavity that may include at least four side walls,
an upper portion, and a lower portion, and an elongated joint
extending from one of the at least four side walls defining a
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channel in communication with the cavity. The product may
further include a proximity sensor disposed within the cavity;
an accelerometer disposed within the cavity being con-
structed and arranged to detect vibrational input and convert
the vibrational input into a first signal; an indicator disposed
on an outer surface of the housing; an arm affixed to the
elongated joint that may include a handle and at least one
bracket; at least one wire in electronic communication with
the proximity sensor, accelerometer, indicator, and a control-
ler, wherein the wire may be held in place against the arm via
the at least one bracket and extends from the controller,
through the at least one bracket, through the channel and into
the cavity wherein the wire may be in electronic communi-
cation with the proximity sensor, accelerometer, and indica-
tor.

Variation 10 may include a product as set forth in variation
9 that may further include an electromagnetic clamp disposed
on an outer surface of the housing and in electronic commu-
nication with the at least one wire and controller.

Variation 11 may include a product as set forth in any of
variations 9 through 10 wherein the indicator may be an
illumination source.

Variation 12 may include a product as set forth in any of
variations 9 through 11 wherein the indicator may be an audio
source.

Variation 13 may include a method that may include pro-
viding a half shaft that may include a snap ring, a transmission
constructed and arranged to receive the half shaft, and a
retention check tool that may include a housing, a proximity
sensor, an accelerometer, an electromagnetic clamp, an indi-
cator, and an arm affixed to the sensor that may include a
handle and a wire constructed and arranged to facilitate elec-
tronic communication between the sensor and a controller.
The method may further include attaching the sensor to the
half shaft or the transmission and assembling the half shaft
and the transmission whereby the half shaft may be inserted
into the transmission such that the snap ring abuts the trans-
mission thereby producing vibration. The method may fur-
ther include detecting the vibration of the snap ring via the
retention check tool wherein the retention check tool gener-
ates a first signal representing the vibration of the snap ring
and transmits the first signal to the controller. The method
may further include measuring a difference between the first
signal and a predetermined baseline signal via the controller
to determine a pass or fail status of the first signal. The method
may further include quantifying and displaying the first signal
and the baseline signal via a display in communication with
the controller. The method may further include generating a
second signal representing the pass or fail status of the first
signal and indicating the pass or fail status of the first signal.

The above description of variations of the invention is
merely demonstrative in nature and, thus, variations thereof
are not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope
of the inventions disclosed within this document.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

providing a first part comprising a snap ring, a second part

constructed and arranged to receive the first part, and a
retention check tool comprising a sensor comprising a
housing and an accelerometer;

assembling the first part and the second part whereby the

first part is connected to the second part such that the
snap ring abuts the second part thereby producing vibra-
tion;

detecting the vibration of the snap ring via the retention

check tool wherein the sensor measures the vibration of
the snap ring and generates a corresponding first signal
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representing the vibration of the snap ring and transmits
the first signal to a controller;

measuring a difference between the first signal and a pre-

determined baseline signal via the controller to deter-
mine a pass or fail status of the first signal;

generating a second signal representing the pass or fail

status of the first signal; and

indicating the pass or fail status of the first signal.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

quantifying and displaying the first signal and the baseline

signal on a display in communication with the controller
prior to generating a second signal representing the pass
or fail status of the first signal.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

attaching the retention check tool to the first part or the

second part prior to assembling the first part and the
second part whereby the first part is connected to the
second part such that the snap ring abuts the second part
thereby producing vibration.

4. The method according to claim 3, further comprising:

removing the retention check tool from the first part or the

second part after the indication of the pass or fail status
of' the first signal.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first part
is a half shaft and the second part is a transmission.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the sensor
further comprises a proximity sensor.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the retention
check tool further comprises an indicator light constructed
and arranged to indicate the pass or fail status of the first
signal.
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8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the retention
check tool further comprises an audio indicator constructed
and arranged to indicate the pass or fail status of the first
signal.

9. A method comprising:

providing a half shaft comprising a snap ring, a transmis-

sion constructed and arranged to receive the half shaft,
and a retention check tool comprising a housing, a prox-
imity sensor, an accelerometer, an electromagnetic
clamp, and an indicator, and an arm affixed to the sensor
comprising a handle and a wire constructed and
arranged to facilitate electronic communication
between the sensor and a controller,

attaching the sensor to the half shaft or the transmission;

assembling the half shaft and the transmission whereby the

half shaft is inserted into the transmission such that the
snap ring abuts the transmission thereby producing
vibration;
detecting the vibration of the snap ring via the retention
check tool wherein the retention check tool generates a
first signal representing the vibration of the snap ring
and transmits the first signal to the controller;

measuring a difference between the first signal and a pre-
determined baseline signal via the controller to deter-
mine a pass or fail status of the first signal;

quantifying and displaying the first signal and the baseline

signal via a display in communication with the control-
ler;

generating a second signal representing the pass or fail

status of the first signal; and

indicating the pass or fail status of the first signal.
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